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Senate Bill 165 will require two new seats be created on every County

and for the appointing authorities to appoint individuals eligible to re-
ceive services from the County Board of MR/DD.

Why Does Ohio Need Senate Bill 1657
County Boards of MR/DD make decisions about the provision of ser-

ing a consumer voice on each county board would ensure that they are
involved in decisions that affect their lives and the lives of others they
represent.

This approach is consistent with the federal Disability Bill of Rights

sign of and have access to [emphasis added] needed community ser-
vices, individualized supports, and other forms of assistance...”

Inclusion of people with disabilities on boards and commissions is al-
ready being practiced in other areas of the state. For example, the Ohio
Rehabilitation Services Commission is required to include individuals
with disabilities as members. Additionally, the Ohio Developmental
Disabilities Council is required by federal law to have a membership
that is comprised of at least 60 percent of individuals with disabilities.

Who Would Be Eligible?
The bill limits appointment of the two new seats to individuals eligible
to receive services from the County Board. Currently, individuals are

Determination Instrument (OEDI).

What Would Ohio’s Plan Look Like?

Each County Board of MR/DD in Ohio is made up of seven (7) indi-
viduals. Senate Bill 165 would increase that number to nine (9) and re-
quire the additional two members to be individuals eligible for county
board services. Members eligible to receive county board services will

vices and support are made available.

How Much Will Senate Bill 165 Cost?

administrative expenses associated with conducting meetings may in-

(continued on back)

Senate Bill 165 - Consumer Voices

What Is Senate Bill 165 - Consumer VVoices?

Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (MR/DD)

vices and supports that individuals with disabilities will receive. Provid-

Act, which states, “The purpose of this title is to assure that individuals
with developmental disabilities and their families participate in the de-

determined eligible for board services after they take an Ohio Eligibility

hold a minority vote on the board, yet provide needed input on how ser-

A fiscal note has not been completed on Senate Bill 165. County Board
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Action to Date

Senate Bill 165 was introduced
by state Senator Eric Kearney on
Wednesday, May 9, 2007.

The bill was referred to the Sen-
ate Finance and Financial Insti-
tutions Committee. No hearings
have been scheduled.

For more information, contact:

Ohio
Developmental
Disabilities Council
8 E. Long St., Suite 1200
Columbus, OH 43215
(800) 766-7426

(614) 466-5205
(614) 644-5530 tty

www.ddc.ohio.gov
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(Senate Bill 165 cont'd) Is there a DD Council
crease. Additionally, services and supports and training that enable a Center for Public Policy in
person to participate in county board meetings should be provided. your area?

What Needs To Be Done? DD Council Centers for Public

Policy are resource centers for ad-
vocates and policy makers to learn
more about the issues and how
people view them.

Currently, no hearings have been scheduled for Senate Bill 165. Advo-
cates are preparing to contact their state senator to discuss SB 165 and
to seek support.

What organizations are currently supporting | athens/Marietta Area:

SB 165? HAVAR Inc.
Contact: Marty Zinn
Phone: (740) 594-3533

Assistive Technology of Ohio :
E-mail: martyz@havar.org

Cerebral Palsy Association of Ohio
Down Syndrome Association of Greater Cincinnati

Linking Employment, Abilities and Potential (LEAP) Cincinnati Area:

Ohio Valley Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society Arc of Hamilton County
People First of Ohio Contact: Tom Eamoe
The Arc of Hamilton County Phone (513) 821-2113

The Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council E-mail: tweamoe@cs.com

Cleveland Area:

LEAP (Linking Employment,
Ability and Potential)
Contact: Deborah Nebel
Phone (216) 696-2716
E-mail: dnebel@Ileapinfo.org

Columbus Area:

The Arc of Ohio

Contact: Marie Crawford
Phone (614) 487-4720

E-mail: mcrawford@rrcol.com
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