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Governors Appoints Three to Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council 

 

(Columbus) – On Friday, Governor Mike DeWine appointed three new members to the Ohio 
Developmental Disabilities Council (DD Council). The Council, one of 55 state and territorial councils 
created under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, meets quarterly 
to develop, approve and provide monitoring and oversight of the state’s 5-Year Plan on Developmental 
Disabilities.  

Krystal Albright of Paulding County was appointed to a 3-year term to replace Rachel Rice, a member of 
the Council whose untimely passing in June created a vacancy on the Council. Albright is a member of 
People First of Ohio, Project STIR and Golden Road to Success, a Paulding County self-advocacy group.  

Asked why she wanted to be a member of the Council, Albright said, “I grew up in a family that believes 
in giving back to the community. I feel like this would be a perfect fit for me. I like volunteering and 
doing what I can to help others and make things better for them.” 

Morgan Deavers, a resident of Perry County, was also appointed to a 3-year term, replacing Dara 
Walburn. Deavers, a Community Supports Facilitator for the Perry County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities, presents in various capacities to schools and self-advocacy groups in Perry, Guernsey, 
Muskingum, and Morgan Counties.  

Deaver’s emphasized the need for membership from rural counties, stating, “Our field is ever-changing 
and the needs of rural counties are very unique as compared to an urban area. I believe that my being 
on the council can help shed some light on how disabilities in a rural county work and what we as a 
council could do to make sure all people, regardless of where they live, have the best possible 
opportunities to be successful.” 

DeWine also named Jennifer Kucera, a resident of Cuyahoga County, to fill the slot vacated by Jean 
Jakovlic. This seat on Council is reserved for individuals or family members of individuals with 
developmental disabilities who currently or previously lived in an institutional setting.  

Kucera, a self-employed math tutor, said, “Being on this Council has been a dream of mine for numerous 
years. I’ve been on this Earth since before the ADA was even an idea. I truly would love to make this 
world a better place for people with disabilities to live in.” 

Individuals and family members who are appointed to the Council serve 3-year terms and are eligible to 
be reappointed to a second term. The Council seeks applications from new members all-year round. If 
you, or someone you know, would like to serve on the Council, a new-member application can be 
completed online at https://ddc.ohio.gov/member-application.  
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